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Rodney Pople, Early Morning 
North West Tasmania, 2018, oil 
and archival ink on linen 
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Some famous surrealist artists & examples of their work… 

Salvador Dali, Metamorphosis of Narcissus, 1937 

Leonora Carrington, Transference, 1963 

Dorothea Tanning, Eine Kleine Nachtmusik , 1943 



A bit about the artist….  Rodney Pople 

Rodney Pople was born in Launceston Tasmania in 
1952. He uses painting, sculpture and photography to 
create his art works. Pople gained a Diploma of Fine 
Arts (Photography) at the Tasmanian School of Art and 
undertook postgraduate studies in sculpture at the 
Slade School of Art in London and the New York Studio 
School. He has been exhibiting annually since 1978 and 
is represented in Sydney and Melbourne by Australian 
Galleries. Pople has exhibited regularly in Australia for 
over 30 years and has held international solo               
exhibitions in Berlin and Shanghai. He is a multi-award 
winning artist and he has also been shortlisted and a   
finalist in many art prizes and awards.  His work has 
often been seen as controversial and can sometimes 
shock and surprise its  audience.  

Art Gallery NSW: https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/archibald/2008/28633/  

Australian Galleries website: https://australiangalleries.com.au/artists/rodney-pople/#:~:text=Pople%20has%20exhibited%20regularly%20in,Prize%20and%202008%20Sulman%
20Prize.  

Rodney Pople, South East Cape. 2010, oil and archival ink on     
linen. This  work was selected for the Glover Prize in 2010 and is 
also a part of the Devonport Regional Galleries permanent       
collection.  

https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/archibald/2008/28633/
https://australiangalleries.com.au/artists/rodney-pople/#:~:text=Pople%20has%20exhibited%20regularly%20in,Prize%20and%202008%20Sulman%20Prize.
https://australiangalleries.com.au/artists/rodney-pople/#:~:text=Pople%20has%20exhibited%20regularly%20in,Prize%20and%202008%20Sulman%20Prize.


 

Rodney Pople, Tasman Bridge, 2012, oil and archival ink on linen. This is another of Rodney Poples works that is part of the Devonport 
Regional Gallery’s collection. It depicts a dark and terrifying scene, however unlike his painting Early Morning North West Tasmania, it 
does not have surreal characteristics. 



          TASK: Create an Early Morning North West Tasmania Rodney Pople                 

       inspired surreal landscape diorama. 

 



Some Examples of surreal landscape dioramas… 

Thomas Doyle. This artist gives the impression that we 
can see under the ground by creating a cut-away 
effect.  

Allison May Kiphuth. This artist has done their landscape inside a 
wooden box. They have used paper which has been painted, cut out,  
arranged and overlapped in layers to give the illusion of depth in their 
landscape. 

Unknown artist. Look how this artist has used a book as the basis 
for the artwork and has layered the cut out images so they overlap 
and appear three dimensional.  



Unknown artist.  This artist has used pages from old books and old 
black and white photographs. They have also incorporated a      
measuring tape and blue painted butterfly wings which gives the 
elements of the unreal and strange. Perhaps you would like to    
incorporate some old photographs into your piece (with permission 
first before cutting up photos of course!) 

Unknown artist.  This artist has also used some book pages  in 
the background.  

Unknown artist. This artist has played around with scale to 
create a surreal feeling in their work with a tiny house      
compared to the person on the ladder. You could play 
around with scale in your piece to create the surreal   
dream-like theme. 



Unknown artist. This artist has incorporated different found 
objects into their work such as a measuring tape, domino, and 
beads. It creates an assemblage or kind of three dimensional 
collage. You might like to use some objects and things you 
have at home and arrange them into your art work to create 
your surreal landscape.  

Unknown artist. This is an example of a simple but effective way you can use a milk carton,  Paper  
Mache and paint to create a surreal landscape.  Perhaps you have an object at home you can          
incorporate somehow into your landscape diorama?  Remember to add elements together that don’t 
really belong or that defy reality to create a dream-like scene.  



Unknown artist. Here are another couple of examples that are simple and effective. Remember to do your 
background first. Then add in layering and overlapping your objects and elements into your middle 
ground and foreground to create depth. These examples have a frame around them. You can incorporate 
this into your milk carton if you cut it out carefully before applying Paper Mache.  

What are the elements in these pieces that make them appear to be unrealistic or dream-like? 



 

Mel McCarthy. Here is another good example of how layers built up 
from background to foreground over-lapping can create depth in your 
diorama. You can draw or paint the figures and objects for your       
landscape on paper, cut them out and then arrange them in your     
landscape as above. Don’t forget when you cut them out to leave a tab 
along the bottom to fold and stick down. Its best using thicker paper if 
doing this too so it will sit up rather than flopping over.  Notice also in 
this piece they have hung the moon on a piece of string. 

Here is an example of how to make the tabs and fold them over so that your 
paper object sits up right. This is what it looks like from behind and cannot be 
seen when viewed from the front. 



 

 

 

Brainstorming & Design…  

 



You will need: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 



Paper Mache Glue Recipe 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/make-paper-mache-glue/news-story/ceb59e78216f566a15b75932462f274c
https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/make-paper-mache-glue/news-story/ceb59e78216f566a15b75932462f274c


 

 

Mixing up Cel Mix Paper Mache Glue  

(available in materials packages from paranaple arts centre front 

counter) 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 



Step 1: Design & cut out your carton  

 



Step 2: Paper Mache Layers 



Step 3: More layers (optional) 



Step 4: Background first! 



Step 5: Add your objects and figures. 



Step 5: Add your objects and figures. 



Step 6: Decorate the outside of the carton. 

Paint or collage over the outside of your carton to finish your 

piece. (You might like to do this when paper        

Mache-ing the inside of the carton in step 2.) 

 



Share you creations! 

Send pictures of what you have made to me so I can 

share them on the galleries blog to motivate and 

inspire others! 

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


