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This is an example of a linear sculpture or line sculpture. A sculpture that uses lines (that 
are normally two dimensional) to create something three dimensional.  



Some more examples of 
linear sculptures... 

* note how some designs use a stand while 
others do not and are self supporting. 



This linear sculpture is designed to be hung on a wall This linear sculpture is designed to balance on 
its own  



Notice how in these linear sculptures they have used lots of small straight lines to create curved and 
rounded forms 



A famous artist working with linear sculptures... 
Anthony Gormley 

 

Matrix II, 2014 

Anthony Gormley is an internationally renowned artist who works with three dimensional forms and sculptures that 
have a focus on the human form and the space it occupies. His sculptures are often installed in the public realm out 
in the environment sending a message to viewers about our place within the environment.  Many of his well known 
human sculptural forms are made from a cast taken from his own body. In 2008 Gormley was ranked number 8 of 
the top 100 most powerful people in British culture.  
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/antony-gormley-1192  

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/antony-gormley-1192


Construct VI 

More examples of Anthony Gormley’s linear sculptures... 





Exposure, 2010, Netherlands, a good example of a linear sculpture on a large scale! 

Event Horizon, London 

Another Place, 1997, Liverpool, UK 

The Angel of the North, Gateshead,  

Some of Anthony Gormley’s  
environmental installations... 



Task: Create a liner sculpture using straws, wire and skewers. Create               

a stand if required by your design. 



You Will Need: 
• Milk carton or small cardboard 

box to use as a stand (optional) 
• Cel Mix or paper Mache glue 

• Newspaper or paper for Paper 
Mache 

• Straws 

• Scissors 

• Skewers and wire to support 
some straws and give your   
sculpture stability add thin lines 

• Sticky tape 

• Black or white spray paint or 
enamel paint 



Step 1: Design. 
Draw your design. Think about the materials 
you will be using to create your sculpture: 
straws, wire and wood skewers. The wood 
skewers can be used as supports if needed at 
the bottom of your sculpture going into the 
stand. The wire can be used to create    
rounded shapes and can be put into straws 
and bent into shape. Wire can also be used to 
create thinner lines. As the straws are straight 
use mostly straight lines in your design. If your 
design is more two dimensional you can make 
your design drawing the size you would like 
your sculpture to be so you can use it as a 
template as I did (see pics). Don’t forget you 
can cut up the straws to make different 
lengths and shapes too.  



Step 2: Create your linear       
sculpture. 
Using the straws, sticky tape, wire and 
wood skewers and a pair of scissors,   
create your linear sculpture as per your 
design. Cut up lengths of your straws and 
join together with sticky tape. Be careful to 
make your joins as neat as possible. Use 
the wire for areas that may need support 
and rounded lines and use the wood 
skewers for strength and support at the 
base of your sculpture. You can also use 
the wire to create thinner lines as I did. 



I used wire to create some thinner lines in my linear 
sculpture 



Step 3: Finish off. 
Give your whole sculpture a coat of spray paint. Make sure you spray outside and cover the whole 
area with a drop sheet to protect surfaces. Best get an adult or older person to help. Use light 
sweeping strokes. 



I added some black cotton thread to add some thinner lines. 



Step 4: Make a stand. 
If your design requires a stand, make it first. Cut up your milk carton to the right size and shape 
you want for your stand. Mix up the Cel mix or Paper Mache glue and cover your stand with a  
couple of layers of paper Mache. Covering your stand in Paper Mache will give it strength and   
create an easier surface for painting later. If you do not have Cel mix paper Mache glue (provided 
in art packs), then mix up some glue as per instructions on the next page. Leave to dry overnight. 



Paper Mache Glue Recipe 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/make-paper-mache-glue/news-story/ceb59e78216f566a15b75932462f274c
https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/make-paper-mache-glue/news-story/ceb59e78216f566a15b75932462f274c


Mixing up Cel Mix Paper Mache Glue  

(available in materials packs. Limited quantity available from    

paranaple arts centre front desk) 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 



Step 5: Paint your stand 

You can use the same spray paint as your sculpture or paint with other paints you have 
if you prefer. 



Step 6: Assemble your linear sculpture 

Using wood skewers if needed for supports make holes in your stand where needed 
and put on your stand.  



Finished! 



 

   Share your  

Creations! 
E-mail pictures of your work to motivate and  

inspire others 

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


