


Task: 
Create a mixed media  

collage that visually        

describes your family.  



Definitions: 

Art Term: Mixed Media. 

Mixed media is an art term used to describe artworks composed (made) from a combination of different        

materials (media). Its use officially began around 1912 with the collages and works of famous artists Pablo      

Picasso and Georges Braque. It has since grown in popularity and become a common and widespread way of 

creating art as artists developed increasingly open attitudes to the materials used to create art. “Essentially art 

can be made of anything or any combination of things” 

From https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/m/mixed-media   

Pablo Picasso,  Bottle of Vieux Marc, Glass, Guitar and Newspaper, 

1913, mixed media,  
Georges Braque, Still Life: Le Jour, 1929, mixed media 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/m/mixed-media


Notice how in these pictures the background (the sky) has 

been painted first. Then each layer is added on top until finally 

the foreground figures (people) are added on top. All the 

space on the page is filled in too!  



You might like to use parts of photographs of your family and draw or paint on and/ or around them as pictured here.  



Rachelle Penagarry, Mixed Media Portrait. 

Here is a close up of the detail of a mixed media portrait. 

Look at how the artist has used different torn pieces of paper 

for the hair that have been overlapped. It looks like they may 

have used pages from old books. The face has been painted/ 

drawn first and then the hair added over afterwards.   

This artist has included images from magazines to 

create the features on the faces. They have also 

hand drawn text into the figures that could tell a 

story about family or describe a memory.   



 

Hellen Harris,  

This is a good example of the effects that can be 

achieved in mixed media art by creating multiple layers  

Laura Heilman 

This is a good example of mixed media and how using   

different materials together can create different textures 

within your work and new and interesting effects. 



You will need: 

• White a4 paper 

• Various colours and textures 

of different papers 

• Pens/ pencils 

• Paint acrylic/ water colour 

or anything you have 

• paintbrushes 

• Any other medium/            

materials you would like to            

incorporate into your work. 

• Scissors 

• Stanley knife and cutting 

board 

• Glue stick  

 



 Step 1: Brainstorming and Design. 

Think about your family, who they are or who they were. Where do/ did they live, what they do/ did and 

like/ liked doing. What ways could you show these things in your work? For example, perhaps your     

family likes camping at the beach in the summer, or fishing? Perhaps you enjoy walking the dog or     

feeding the ducks? Perhaps you enjoy cooking together or watching movies? Think about the location 

and environment...Where will your family portrait be? A beach? Forest? Inside a house? This will form 

the background of your work.  Also, think about what each member of your family will be doing in the 

piece and where you will place them. Don’t forget to include yourself! You might 

like to do a sketch or several of your ideas first. Decide what materials you want to 

use where in your piece. For example you might decide to paint your sky and use 

cut paper for the hills and torn paper for the figures. 



Step 2: Start with the background 

Use different materials to cover your entire page with your background. If your scene is set 

outside you might first do the sky and the land. If it is set inside you might do the walls and 

furniture and windows that are in the background.  



Step 3: Middle ground  

Next lay all the objects and elements that are in the middle-ground, or things that are not 

the background, but may appear between the background and your foreground objects. 

Things such as hills and trees, or a window and some furniture if creating an indoor scene. 

Tip: Objects and elements tend to get smaller and have less detail the further away from 

the viewer they get. For example think of a tree. If seen from a distance it is only the     

overall shape of the tree you can see, but if seen up close you can see that the shape of the 

tree is made up of many small leaves and branches with lots of detail. 



Step 4: Foreground 

Next add all of the foreground figures and objects. That is, all the parts of the picture that 

are closest to the front of the scene. These parts won’t have anything else overlapping 

them, but go on top of everything else (background and middle-ground). Usually when    

objects in a picture get closer to the front they have more detail and appear larger as they 

get closer.  



It is a good idea to cut each bit out before sticking them down. This way 

you can use each piece as a template as shown in these  photos.         

Remember when you stick them down to work from back to front     

overlapping. For example for this figure I stuck down the legs, then 

boots, then head and neck, then jacket last. 



Cut out all your pieces then arrange them and stick them down.  





Step 4: Finishing off, adding lines and details 

Lastly you can use fine liner pen and/ or pencils to draw in any lines or small details that 

may be too difficult to cut or tear out of paper. Details such as faces, textures, or even    

outlines and shading if you want to. 



My completed Mixed Media Family Portrait 



 


