


Ephemeral: uh·feh·muh·ruhl  

Adjective. 

Existing only briefly. 



?

Pioneered by British photographer, environmentalist and artist Andy Goldsworthy, ephemeral art is art 
that is made as a once off and is not built to last but rather to fade away naturally over time, perhaps as 
a gesture of the ephemeral nature of life itself.  

 

Andy Goldsworthy 



Ephemeral art does not require a list of materials to 
make or create it, rather, it uses natural materials that 
can be found in the landscape. Sometimes it is the     
arrangement of the found materials that brings      
attention to their existence and a new perspective to 
the landscape.  



Often with ephemeral art the artist will go out into the landscape and construct the work without 
anyone knowing. The work once completed is simply left to fade away or be discovered by other 

passers by. Once it has disappeared the only evidence of it ever having existed is through             
photographic documentation of the work.  



 

The ephemeral art work of Andy Goldsworthy… 

 



Works by Andy Goldsworthy 



Watch a video on Andy Goldsworthy’s work and 
process here (6.5 minutes). Notice how he uses 
what is readily available in the landscape he is 
working in.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPDH8yCnlk0


Created  by 
Andy 
Goldsworthy 



Andy Goldsworthy creates human figure/ self portrait shadow art 
by laying down on the ground while it is snowing or raining to   
create rain shadows. 

Watch a trailer for “Leaning Into the Wind” an Andy 
Goldsworthy documentary film  here (2 minutes). 

If you are interested in watching the full documentary of 
“Rivers and Tides” (Andy Goldsworthy documentary pre 
“Leaning Into the Wind”) you can see it here (32 minutes). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAx-HsXjLvA&list=PLfDSqhXltR9jhc4b_lOa1xocbwBw0MaC3&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcHpIKs856g&list=PLdXK_eI6YtlMCKaufFGHw4VhfYNIdZjM3


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1o2GCUqWk0&vl=en


Created by Richard Shilling 



 



You will need: 

• Decent weather 
(optional) 

• Your imagination 

• Patience 

• Access to a landscape 
outside. Either your 
backyard or that of a 
friend or families, beach, 
forest etc.  

• Sketchbook/ paper and 
pencil (optional) 

• Scissors or a knife can 
help 

• String, thread (optional) 



Some building/ construction/ methods you might like to use... 

Weaving 

Daisy chain link wrapping 

Moulding 



Stacking/ balancing 

Colour and Tone 

Floating 

Plaiting and braiding 



Mandalas 

A mandala is a circular shape made up of geometric shapes and patterns. Mandalas hold 
symbolic importance in Buddhist and Hindu religions externally as a visual representation of 
the universe, and internally as instruments of meditation and symbols of prayer.  

Tibetan monk creating an intricate sand mandala. 



Ephemeral Land Art mandalas. 





For step by step instructions 

on how to draw a mandala, 

there is a helpful website 

here. 

 

Tip: You don’t need to use all of 
these tools when making a land 
art mandala, but it’s a good idea 
to get an understanding of how 
they are constructed before   
setting out to make one. 

https://design.tutsplus.com/tutorials/art-therapy-how-to-draw-a-mandala--cms-29570




Decide on your landscape location. Go for a 
walk or head out into your back yard.  

Look around at the landscape at all the natural 
materials that are there that you could use to 
create something with.  



Your first visit to the site you might just want to take some photographs of what is around 
and get a good idea of the space. You could take your sketch book and do some sketching of 

some ideas that you might have.  

Remember: Ephemeral art is not made to last, it should not 
spoil or take away from the natural environment, only be 

moved or manipulated 
in such a way that it will 
soon disappear back   
into the landscape by 
forces of nature.  



Once you have a clear idea of what you would like to build, start collecting your materials 
and constructing your ephemeral land art. Don’t forget to take pictures as you go!           
Depending on how fragile your work is, the weather may destroy it before you are complet-
ed! If so, don’t be upset, just remember this is the nature of ephemeral art! 













 

Upcoming Exhibition! 

Keep your work safe!  
To be part of the upcoming Home is where the ‘art is        

exhibition, please register your interest by emailing  

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 





     share your creations! 

Send in pictures of your Ephemeral 

Land Art creations to: 

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


