


Task: 
Create a painting incorporating shredded and/ or tissue  paper to achieve areas of 

texture.  



YOU WILL NEED: 
• Thick card/ mount board and paper 

to paint on 

• Scissors 

• Glue stick 

• PVA glue 

• Acrylic paint 

• Tissue paper and/ or toilet paper 

• Paintbrushes 

• Plate or container for mixing paints 

• Container with water 



 

 

In this activity we will experiment with different ways of achieving texture and raised 

three dimensional areas in our paintings using paper and glue. There are many ways of 

achieving texture in paintings using paper. These can include using tissue paper under, 

in, or over our paints and/or using PVA glue and toilet tissue to build up areas of texture 

that can then be painted once dried. Decide which method you would like to try 

(remember you can experiment with all of the above if you wish!) and what you would 

like to paint. 

Detail of painting 
using shredded      
paper for  texture. 



Some Examples & Inspiration... 

Some tissue paper  
textured paintings. Notice all the     

different colours they have used and 
how they have scrunched up the tissue 

paper on the page to add texture.      
Remember you can do an abstract 

painting that does not represent any 
‘thing’. 



This painting has used scrunched 
up pieces of  paper in the areas 

where the figures are to build up 
texture on the surface. The    

background has been done with 
flat acrylic paint. You might like 

to create something similar with 
figures or even a landscape or 

portrait with some areas built up    
using PVA glue and paper.  



Step One: Experiment. 
On small sections of paper and board experiment with the different effects you can 

achieve using paper, glue and paint.  

1.On a piece of board or paper glued onto board paint the background, then 

scrunch up some tissue paper and stick on to the wet paint. When that layer of paint 

has dried you can go back over it with more paint if you wish.   

You could also stick down your tissue paper first, wait for it to dry then paint it as done 

in these YouTube tutorial here and here. 

 

First I cut out 
some pieces of 
cardboard 

I then cut some paper wider than 
the cardboard to fit over. I glued it 
down, cut diagonally across the   
corners and folded down and glued 
it on the back also.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDaasjYr1LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfMYrmKXHzc


Step One: Experiment.  
My tissue paper experiment. 

 

I scrunched up the tissue paper, and used watered 
down PVA glue to stick it down on the front and folded 
the edges over the sides and stuck it onto the back also. 

I then carefully 
painted using a 
dry brush in a 
scraping       
motion and not 
too much paint. 



Step One: Experimentation continued... 
2. Water down some PVA glue and stick down sheets of toilet tissue in layers onto a 

thick board, ply wood or cardboard. Build it up a few layers deep. While glue is still wet, 

use a paintbrush or any other tool you like to gently  move and manipulate the toilet 

tissue into areas that are three dimensional. Once dried this can then be painted. This 

technique is effective for creating water scenes in dioramas and models. Use a     

paintbrush to add the waves in. You can see this technique in action here.  

 

I coated the page 
in watered down 
PVA glue. Then 
added three     
layers of toilet   
tissue wetting 
down with more 
glue between 
each layer.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TwpB7sVMn8


Experiment 2. continued... 
My Toilet tissue paper experiment... 

 

I  

While the paper was still wet I used a stiff bristled brush to gently 
push and manipulate the tissue paper into a textured pattern. I 
then left it to dry overnight.  



Experiment 2.  
Results. 
My Toilet tissue paper                  

experiment… Once the glue 
and paper had dried (this takes 

a few hours at least, best left 

overnight), I painted using     

acrylic paints, blending the    

colours together. This was my   

result. 

From my experiments I learnt 

that tissue paper is good for 

achieving a wrinkly texture and 

toilet tissue is effective at       

building up raised layers,         

creating a more three               

dimensional form. 

 

I  



Step Three: Final Piece 
Using the effects you have experimented with create a final piece that incorporates 

one or all of the paper texture techniques.  You might like to do a rough outline sketch 

or just add layers of texture and paint to create something abstract.  The following is 

the process that I used to create a Paper Textured Picture... 

 

First I glued down paper onto a 
piece of mount board. Then I did 
a rough outline sketch. 

I then painted 
the background 
in flat acrylic 
paint. I flicked 
some white 
paint spatters all 
over using a stiff 
bristled dry 
paintbrush. 



Final Piece continued... 

I used watered down PVA glue 
and painted it onto a section at a 
time in the area I wanted to    
cover with crinkled tissue paper. 

I scrunched up the tissue paper 
first then placed it carefully onto 
the glued areas.   Using the fine end of a   

paintbrush helped place the 
tissue paper in the correct 
position. 



Final Piece continued... 

I then started to build up the fig-
ure in the foreground using PVA 
glue watered down and toilet    
tissue.  

I built up higher areas where the 
figure needed to stick out more 
such as the arms in front of the 
body and the head.  

In the finer areas I carefully 
rolled up small pieces of    
toilet tissue and glued it 
down in place. I used a small 
paintbrush to go over with 
more glue mix and to mould 
it into place. 



Final Piece continued… 

When I was happy with the result I left it to dry before painting.  



Final Piece completed.  
I used acrylic paint on the tissue      

paper moon and left the figure bare 

as I wanted the texture to show. 

 
“The Man on the Moon” 



Send in pictures of your work and process to share with the 

Home Is Where the ‘Art Is creative online community to: 

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


