


TASK: 
Create your own suitcase using a shoe box and Paper Mache and fill it with a 

images and/ or text related to your life/ your memories/your dreams/ your   

journey (real or imagined.) This could include a three dimensional diorama    

scene, pictures, postcards, stories and/ or poems about all the places you 

have been and things you have seen in your life...OR... dreaming of a holiday 

in these COVID times!?... Perhaps you could fill your suitcase with places you 

wish you could go, real or imagined! 

Bring your hand-made suitcase to the Bass Straight Maritime Centre by 3rd of 

July for display.  

Whilst visiting the museum, complete the Explorer suitcase challenge running 

throughout the July school holidays! 



 
YOU WILL NEED: 
• Shoebox 

• Newspaper 

• White paper 

• Split Pins (paper fasteners) 

• Decorative paper (optional) 

• Cel Mix or Paper Mache glue 

• Fabric calico for handle and other for decoration 

(optional) 

• Cardboard strips/straps/ leather, ribbon etc. 

• Scissors 

• Sticky tape 

• PVA glue, glue gun (if you have one) 

• Decorative materials such as: art materials,      

pencils, paints, wrapping/ decorative paper, foil 

etc. according to your design plan. 











Some examples of objects and artifacts arranged in suitcases for display... 



 

Step 1: 
Decide what you want to put in your suitcase. Will you make a tiny world diorama or 

display some photographs and sentimental objects from your life? Perhaps you would 

like to create a make believe holiday destination of your dreams? Remember, the      

display is about your life, your memories, hopes and dreams. You might like to do some 

brain storming, quick sketches or have a look around the house for small precious       

objects that will look good in your suitcase display.  



 

Step 2: 
Paper Mache your suitcase. If your suitcase is not already hinged cut two slits at the 

sides so it can open and close easily like a hinge (see pictures). Do a couple of layers of 

newspaper Paper Mache over your entire suitcase. Paper Mache on your shoe box lid 

and bottom separately. For the final layers use white paper. This will make it easier to 

paint on. If you want to cover your suitcase in coloured papers, print outs of photo-

graphs etc. You could Paper Mache them on at this step instead of the newspaper 

and white paper. 



Mix up Cel Mix (Paper Mache glue) 
Put 600ml of cold water in a container and mix with a whisk or fork while slowly adding the Cel Mix powder. 

Leave sit for 10 minutes. Stir again. You can apply with a large soft paint brush or hands. (If you have sensitive 

skin wear latex gloves). 



If you don’t have Cel Mix powder (provided in art packs) you can make your own Paper Mache glue... 
What you need 

• flour 
• water 
• mixing bowl 
• spoon 

Activity 

Mix one part flour with one part of water (eg, 1 cup flour  and 1 cup water, or 1/2 cup flour and 1/2 cup     
water) until you get a thick glue-like consistency. Add a bit more water if it's too thick. 

Mix well with a spoon to get rid of all the lumps. If you find you are getting lumps in your glue, you can use a 
small kitchen electric mixer to whiz them out. 

Add a few tablespoons of salt to the final mixture to help prevent mould. 

NOTES: 
• You need to use strips of newspaper only, or even paper tissues or towels. 
• Let the newspaper strips soak in the paper mache glue a little before using. 
• Cover your artwork with only 2-3 layers, then let dry completely. This is an important step. 
• Once a layer is dry you can add 2-3 more layers, remembering to let each layer dry before adding the 
next one. 
• The final layer can be plain paper - so it's easier to paint - but use the thinnest paper possible and make 
sure it's soaked well in the Paper Mache glue. 
           Recipe sourced from: https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/make-paper-mache-glue/news-story/ceb59e78216f566a15b75932462f274c 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/make-paper-mache-glue/news-story/ceb59e78216f566a15b75932462f274c


 

Step 3: 
Once your Paper Mache has dried (best left overnight) you can 

then decorate and paint it (If you want to). I used a decorative 

paper and used Paper Mache glue to stick it to the outside of 

my suitcase. Then I used acrylic paint to paint the inside. 



 

Step 3 continued: 
I painted the inside of my suitcase black/ blue then used a 

tooth brush and various other stiff bristled brushes to flick 

paint to resemble stars. 



 

Step 4: 
Once any paint or glue is dried its time to put your hinge together and add your      

handle. Once the paint or glue is dry carefully use scissors (or ask for help if needed) to 

put holes right through the hinge flap and the back part of your suitcase. Make sure 

they line up. You can measure with a ruler if it helps. Push the split pins through the holes 

and fold out on the inside securely. 

I tried fitting my hinges before I painted 
the inside. 



 

Step 5: 
Attach/ make a 

latch at the front of your suitcase. There are many 

different ways of doing this as pictured 

here.  



 

Step 5: 
Cut out the length and width and shape you want.  Cover in calico fabric, or any 

other fabric you have and glue down well. You can use pegs to hold fabric in place 

while it dried if you need to, or use a glue gun if you have one.  Use split pins to hold 

in place, similar to how you attached the hinge.  



 

Step 5: Continued… 

Attaching the handle 
 



 

Step 5: Continued… Attaching clasp (if needed) 
With all the layers of Paper Mache I found my suitcase did not need a latch to stay 

closed. However, if your suitcase does you can add one by making two holes, thread-

ing through elastic and tying off. You can do the same process to attach a toggle or 

button to the front of your suitcase using string. You can use the elastic hooked over 

the toggle as a latch to hold your suitcase closed when needed.  

 



 

Step 6: 
Decorate the inside of your suitcase. It’s up to you what you put inside for display.  

I decided to make a diorama. I made some three dimensional objects using foil, Paper 

Mache, skewer sticks, cotton and some gold paper I had at home. I used a glue gun to 

glue it inside the box.   

I used foil, covered it in Paper Mache, 
let it dry then painted it to create the 
earth. 



 

Step 6: continued... 
  

I also used foil, covered it in paper 
Mache, let it dry to create the moon 
and the human figure. 



 

Step 6: continued... 
  

I used skewer sticks and a hot glue gun to create 
the ladder. I cut out star shapes in the gold paper 
and stuck them onto the box background. 



 

Step 7: 
Arrange your display inside your suitcase. If 

you are creating a diorama you can add in 

the figures and objects that are in your     

scene. Or you can stick in photographs and 

have a go at arranging different objects you 

have collected so that you are happy with 

the way they look when displayed. You 

might like to try a few different ways of      

setting them up. When you are happy with 

the way it looks, take a couple of photos so 

you remember the way to set up. Use these 

photos to help you when installing your    

suitcase for display at the Bass Strait         

Maritime Centre.  

  



My completed suitcase with diorama inside: “Fishing for stars” 



Bring your completed suitcase to the Bass strait     

maritime centre for display!  

Due date Saturday 3rd of July! 
6 Gloucester Ave, Devonport TAS 7310  

Please put your name and contact details on the bottom of your suitcase! 



Send in pictures of your Explorer Suitcase and 

process to share with the Home Is Where the ‘Art 
Is creative online community to: 

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


